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A GENERAL  STATE 


OF  THE 

WHITEHAVEN  DISPENSARY, 

For  the  Year  1789. 


(HE  Difeafes  of  the  Summer  fo  rarely 
demanded  any  Medical  Affiflance,  that 
fewer  objedts  were  never,  at  any  period, 
admitted  to  the  Benefits  of  this  Charity  : 
no  contagious  Malady  then  powerfully 
obtaining;  and  chronic  Infirmities,  not- 
withftanding  the  contraftive  ftate  of  the 
weather  in  the  former  and  latter  part  of  the  feafon,  be- 
came remarkably  mild  and  favourable* 
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The  chief  Indifpofition  of  Children,  in  the  Autumny 
was  that  of  Slow  Fever,  preceded  by  a great  degree  of 
general  weaknefs,  and  attended  with  a painful  affedtion 
of  the  head  and  bowels  ; though  exceedingly  governable, 
it  was  moftly  of  fourteen  days  continuance.  During  the 
Winter , the  variable  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  and  the  fud- 
den  tranfitions  from  dry  to  moift  weather,  gave  occafion 
to  Diftempers  manifeftly  inflammatory;  efpecially  to  im- 
mediate and  violent  attacks  of  Pleuritic,  and  Rheumatic 
Affedtions.  At  this  feafon  feveral  cafes  of  Nervous 
Fever  (a  frequent  alarming  epidemic  of  the  adjacent 
country)  took  place  in  certain  confined  and  neceflarily 
unhealthy  fituations,  viz.  in  Charles  and  Peter-Streets. 

The  want  of  pure  air,  cleanlinefs,  and  probably  requi- 
fite  attendance,  excited  a moft  virulent  Contagion,  which 
was  eradicated  with  conflderable  difficulty.  To  the 
Precautions  and  Antidotes  particularly  noted  in  the  Re- 
ports for  1784,  and  1786,  and  upon  this  occafion  liberal- 
ly employed,  was  added,  at  the  luggeflions  of  an  ingenious 
Governor  of  this  Charity,  that  of  the  conftant  evolution 
of  air  from  quick-lime,  in  confequence  of  the  repeated 
application  of  fmall  quantities  of  water. 

In  the  month  of  February , a folitary  inftance  of  the 
Sma;l  Pox  occurred  in  a very  populous  part  of  the  town. 
—The  Infection  had  been  probably  received  in  Liverpool, 
and  the  fymptoms  of  it  were  benign  and  regular.  Of 
the  four  neighbouring  children,  to  whom  this  Difeafe 
wa$  firfl:  communicated,  two  fuffered  a moil  confluent 
and  fatal  fpecies  ; and,  in  the  remaining  more  propitious 
cafes,  a Recovery  was  tedioufly  effected  ; the  eruptions, 
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though  diftindt,  being  remarkably  numerous.  Alarmed 
with  this  extraordinary  proof  of  malignancy,  the  Pradfice 
of  Inoculation  very  generally  prevailed,  and  fo  folici- 
tous  were  the  lowed:  clafs  of  labouring  people  to  imme- 
diately reap  its  Benefits,  that  of  1131  Children  in  this 
Town  and  Neighbourhood,  then  inoculated,  535  were 
Dispensary  Patients.  *f*  From  which  circumftanceit 
is  manifeft,  that  the  objedtions  to  this  occalional  branch 
of  our  Charity  are  happily  in  a great  meafure  overcome. 
Univerfally  prevalent,  and  Angularly  beneficial,  few  ob- 
fervations  will  be  neceflary  to  recommend,  or  inculcate, 
its  expediency. 

Eftablifhed  by  the  evidence  of  various  and  incontefti- 
ble  fadts,  this  artificial  Mode  of  introducing  the  Small 
Pox  has  long  and  fuccefsfully  obtained.  Previous  to  a 
difcovery  pre-eminently  ufeful,  the  fymptoms  of  this  af- 
fedtion  were,  in  many  refpedts,  exceedingly  alarming. 
Diftrefsfully  painful  in  its  progrefs,  and  deftrudtive  in  its 
confequences,  the  Small  Pox  was  then  juftly  eftimated  the 
moft  formidable  peftilential  Contagion,  and  every  precau- 
tion fagacioufly  taken  to  obviate,  or  avert,  its  baneful  ten- 
dency. 


+ The  numbers  inoculated  by  this  Charity,  at  the  three  general  periods 
fince  its  eftablifhment,  are  as  follows,  viz. 


In 

»783  

In 

»785  

In 

*79°  

Of  thefe  only  one  died ; and  that  fofitary  inftance  was  occafioned  by  improper 
treatment ; whereas  of  275  children,  who  lately  received  the  natural  contagion, 
forty -fix  died ! 
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Much  does  it  redound  to  the  credit  and  advantage  of 
this  age  and  kingdom,  that  a difeafe,  which  was  for  the 
moft  part  fatal  to  one  in  lix  perfons,  and  conveyed  Defor- 
mity or  Infirmity  to  numbers,  has  become,  at  this  en- 
lightened and  benevolent  period,  in  its  prefent  or  future 
influence,  of  very  trivial  moment. 

The  Diforders  which  accompanied  the  Small  Pox, 
in  the  Springy  were  not  charadterifed  by  any  obvious 
epidemic  difpofition.  Principally  inflammatory  and  con- 
fumptive,  they  appeared  to  be  fenfibly  governed  by  the 
mutable  ftate  of  the  feafon.  Their  number,  with  that  of 
the  Inoculated  Patients,  and  the  confiderable  addi- 
tion to  the  lift  of  Surgical  Cases,  has  chiefly  occafioned 
the  remarkable  increafe  of  admiflions  for  the  prefent  year. 

With  regard  to  the  deplorable  fubjedts  of  Suspended 
Animation,  by  whatever  mean  induced,  (another  falu- 
tary  Appendage  to  this  Dispensary)  as  they  naturally 
claim,  fo  they  fhall  always  obtain  our  diligent  and  affec- 
tionate exertions.  Impelled  by  the  genuine  didtates  and 
beft  principles  of  HUMANITY,  a more  fupreme  fatis- 
fadtion  can  never  be  experienced,  than  when  we  are  thus 
adminiftring  to  the  moft  dreadful  temporal  contingency. 
And  if  fuch  endeavour  prove  eventually  fuccefsful,  (for 
frequent  and  generally  infuperable  are  its  obftacles)  no 
fource  ofexquifite  felicity  can,  in  thefe  inftances,  equal 
that  of  reftoring  life  to  an  expiring,  or  apparently  ex- 
pired, Fellow  Creature  y and  whofe  Fate  muft  have  been 
otherwife  inevitably  determined. 

This  felicity  fortunately  occurred  to  the  gentlemen 
(Mei&s.  Isaac  & John  Willi amson^Edward  Daw- 
son,, 
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son,  John  Gaitskell,  and  William  C.  Little, 
furgeons)  who  judicioufly,  and  afiiduoufly,  effected  the 
extraordinary  Recovery  of  James  Sommerville.  * In 
which  cafe  a ftridt  observance  of  thofe  inftrudtions,  fo 
liberally  fupplied  by  the  ingenious  Register  of  the 
Royal  Humane  Society,  (whofe  beneficent  regard  to 
the  various  Intereftsof  this  Charity  {hall  be  ever  grate- 
fully acknowledged)  and  efpecially  the  employment  of  the 
F umigating  Apparatus,  gave  the  firft  indication  of 
returning  LIFE,  and  afterwards  perfectly  refloredit. 

The  GENTLEMEN  of  the  COMMITTEE  have 
confered  a very  confiderable  Obligation  upon  this  Cha- 
rity, by  regularly  devoting  their  Time  and  Attention  to  its 
monthly  and  extraordinary  Concernments.  Their  pre- 
fence would  afford  a refpedtable  fandtion  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  thofe  to  whom  its  complicated  engagements  are 
more  immediately  remitted,  and  might  become  of  efien- 
tial  fervice  in  determining  any  fubjedt  of  occafional  en- 
quiry. 

The  F riends  of  this  Inflitution  will  affectionately  deplore 
the  Death  of  Mr,  William  Christian  Little,  who 
from  the  impulfe  of  Inclination,  rather  than  Duty,  af- 
fiduoufly and  faithfully  fulfilled  the  various  obligations 
of  Apothecary  to  the  Charity.  Whilfl:  feduloufly 
attentive  to  a family  of  Four  Persons  confined  in 
one  bed  of  a fmall  noxious  apartment,  where  malignant 

* The  particulars  of  this  fingular  inftance  of  Resuscitation,  after  a deten- 
tion of  Seven  Minutes  beneath  the  furface  of  the  water,  are  enumerated  in  the 
Case  and  Report  Books  of  the  Dispensary8 
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Disease  had  long,  and  virulently  prevailed,  he  received 
that  Contagion,  which,  in  the  fpace  of  eleven  days,  ter- 
minated a moft  ufeful  exiftence.  § 

From  a principal  Regulation,  it  appears  that  the  ori- 
ginal Defign  of  this  DISPENSARY  was  to  effectually 
adminifter  medical  and  furgical  Relief  to  the  lowed:  Clafs 
of  Indigent  People ; the  SUBSCRIBERS  are  therefore 
requefted  to  ftriCtly  confine  their  Recommendations  to 
Objefts  of  this  defcription  ; the  prefent  Finances  of 
this  Charity,  reduced  by  unavoidable  Circumftances, 
being  totally  inadequate  to  a more  general  extenlion  of 
its  benefits. — Influenced  by  thefe  considerations,  the  Man 
of  Opulence  and  Liberality,  it  is  ardently  hoped,  (and  has 
been  already  happily  experienced)  will  not  withhold  his 
affiftance.  And,  as  large  Contributions  are  not  to  be  ex- 
pected where  little  can  be  fpared,  the  fmalleft  Donations 
of  fuch  as  are  benevolently  difpofed  to  favour  the  interefts, 
or  extend  the  views,  of  this  Undertaking,  will  be  perfect- 
ly acceptable. 

Were  argument  neceflary,  it  might  be  added  That  if 
affeCtions  of  the  moft  deftruCtive  nature  and  general  pre- 
valency are  obferved,  by  unerring  Experience,  to  ori- 
ginate with  the  POOR,  and,  dreadfully  annoying  their  ' 
habitations,  to  gradually  extend  their  baneful  Influence; 
an  ESTABLISHMENT,  whofe  BENEFICENT  AIM 
is  that  of  fenfibly  mitigating,  or  totally  eradicating  Con- 
tagion, muft  be  ever  accounted  of  the  higheft  Intereft 

§ Mr.WiLLiAM  Christian  Little  was  ele&ed  Apothecary  to  the  Dif- 
penfary,  on  the  9th  of  Oftober  laft,  and  died  on  the  12th  of  May.  fmcerely  re- 
gretted by  all  concerned  in  the  management  of  this  Charity, 

afc  f ' 
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to  the  WELFARE  of  the  Community. — And  that  an 
Intention  fo  falutary  has  been  happily  effected  by 
This  and  all  other  fimilar  Charities,  very  indifpu- 
tablc  atteftations  can  be  readily  produced.  . 


All  perfons.  who  are  difpofed  to  contribute  by  Will  to  this  Charity,  are 
requefted  to  do  it  in  the  following  manner: 

“ I give  and  bequeath  to  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  the  fum  of  upon 

trufl , that  they  do  pay  the  fame  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Whitehaven  Difpenfary ; 
which  fum  of  I defire  may  be  applied  towards  carrying  on  the 

benevolent  defigns  of  the f aid  Charity.’* 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  PATIENTS  admitted,  from 
June  the  8th,  1789,  to  June  the  14th,  1790* 

Recommended  and  regiftered,  (of  whom  1185  were 


attended  in  their  refpedtive  habitations)  - - - 2287 

| Midwifery  objedts  - --  --  --  --  138 

Trivial  Cafes  - --  --  --  --  --  2417 

Children  prepared  for  the  Small  Pox  - - - - 619 

Perfons  inoculated  for  the  Small  Pox  - - - - 53$ 


5996 

Patients  remaining  upon  the  books,  June  8,  1789,  187 

6183 

•r 
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The  STATE  of  the  REGISTERS. 

Cured 

Relieved 

Incurable  ______ 

Irregular  - - - - _ _ - - _ _ 

Dead 

Remain  upon  the  books  ------- 


2625 

56 

23 

4 

79 

227 

3014 


Total  Number  of  PATIENTS  admitted  fmce  the 


In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 


j783 

1784 

^85 

1786 

!787 

1788 

1789 


- 2057 

Cured  - - - - 1 1232 

2644 

Relieved  - - - 442 

- 3°34 

Incurable  - - - 139 

2708 

Irregular  - - 23 

2521 

Dead  - 4x4 

2129 

Remaining  upon  the 

- 5996 

Books  - - - - 227 

21089 

12477 

The  Number  of  Patients  admitted  (as  by  the 

foregoing  Lift) 21089 

Regiftered  Patients  - --  --  --  - 12477 

Midwifery  Cafes  - r x8 

Trivial  Cafes  - 8094 

21089 


SUB- 


I 


SUB 
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C R 

A 

Mr.  Gerard  Atkinfon  -050 
B 

W.  Brownrigg,  M.D.F.R.S, 
Ormathwaite  2 20 

Anthony  Benn,  Efq.  Hen- 

fingham  - - - - 3 3 o 

Mr.  John  Barns  - - - 1 10 

Mr.  John  Bateman  - - 1 1 o 

Mr.  John  Beck  - - - 1 10 

Mr.  Robert  Blakeney  -110 
Mr.  Jofeph  Bragg,  Druggift  1 1 o 

Meffrs,  Barras  & Birkhead  o 10  6 

Mr.  Heniy  Bragg  - - o 10  6 

Mr.  Darcy  Bowes  - - o 10  6 

Mr.  Ifaac  Bragg  - - - o 10  6 

Mr.  Henry  Booth  - - o 10  6 

Mr.  John  Birkett  - - o 10  6 

Mr.  Robert  Baldridge  -050 
Mr.  William  Brice  - - o 5 o 

Mr.  Henry  Bragg,  Parton  050 
Mrs.  Richard  Bowman  -050 

C 

J.  C.  Curwen,  Efq.  Work- 
ington Hall  ----550 
Rev.  C.  C.  Church  - - 1 1 o 

Mr.  Walter  Chambre  -110 
Mr.  James  Corkhill  - - o 5 o 

Mr.  Robert  Carter  - - o 5 o 

Mr.  John  Clementfon  -050 

D 

John  Dixon,  Efq.  - - 2 2 o 

M.  Peter  Dixon  - - - 1 10 

Joftiua  Dixon,  M.  D.  - 1 1 o 


Carried  forward  £,2.7  4 o 


I B E R S. 

Brought  over  £%  27  4 o 

Mr.  George  Dodgfon  -110 
Mr.  John  Douglas  - - o 10  6 

Mr.  John  Dunn  ---050 

F 

Robert  Filher,  Efq.  - - 2 2 o 

Mr.  R.  Fletcher,  Merchant  1 11  6 

Mr.  H.  Fletcher,  do.  - 1 11  6 

Rev.  Gilbert  Filkin  - - 1 1 o 

Mr.  Thomas  Fiiher  - - 1 1 o 

Mr.  R.  Fletcher,  Mercer  110 
Mr.  Robert  Fergufon  - 010  6 

Mr.  Ifaac  Fofter  ---0106 
Mr.  H.  Fletcher,  Senhoufeft.o  10  6 

Mrs.  Jane  Fletcher  - - 010  6 

Mrs.  Fariih,  Lowther-ftreet  o 5 o 

G 

Mr.  Benjamin  Gilliat  -110 
Mrs.  Gibfon  ----110 
Mrs.  Greyburn  - - - o 10  6 

H 

Rev.  Wilfrid  Hudlefton  - 220 

John  Hartley,  Efq.  - - 2 2 o 

Thomas  Hartley,  Efq.  -220 


Meffrs.  Hornby  & Bell  -220 
Rev.  Peter  How  - - - 1 10 

Mr.  John  Hamilton,  Surg.  110 
Mr.  Jofeph  Harris,  do  110 
Mr.  Thos.  Harrifon,  Church- 

ftreet  - --  --1  10 

Mr.  William  Harrifon  -0106 
Mr.  James  Hall  ---0106 


Mr.  John  Huddlefton  -050 

J 

Meffrs.  E.  & J.  Johnfton  110 

Carried  forward  £*57  7 0 
Brought 


Brought  over  £>  57 

7 

0 

Mr.  Henry  Jefferfon 

0 

10 

6 

Meffrs.  J.  & W.  Johnfton 

0 

5 

0 

K 

Rev.  James  Kirkpatrick 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  Thomas  Kirkpatrick 

0 

5 

0 

L. 

Wilfrid  Lawfon,  Efq. 

5 

5 

0 

Henry  Lutwidge,  Efq.  - 

2 

2 

0 

Ifaac  Littledale,  Efq. 

2 

2 

0 

Henry  Littledale,  Efq.  - 

2 

2 

0 

Thomas  Lutwidge,  Efq. 

1 

1 

0 

Mr.  Richard  Ledger 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  John  Lancafter  - - 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  John  Litt,  Bouthorn 

0 

10 

6 

Mrs.  Langton  - - - - 

0 

10 

6 

M 

Mr.  Edward  Moore,  Mercer 

1 

1 

0 

Rev.  Timothy  Martin 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  Robert  Mawe  - - 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  George  Miller  - - 

0 

10 

6 

Mr.  John  Me.  Bride 

0 

5 

0 

N 

Rev.  Henry  Nicholfon  - 

1 

1 

0 

O 

Mr,  Richard  Oyes  - - 

1 

1 

0 

P. 

Mr.  Samuel  Potter  - - 

1 

11 

6 

Mr.  John  Parker  - - 1 l o 

Mr.  William  Piper  - - 1 i o 

Mr.  Peter  Peele,  Diffington  1 1 o 

Mr.  Jofeph  Piper  - - o 10  6 

Meffrs.  W.  & E.  Perry  - o 10  6 

Mr.  John  Pirrie  ---050 

R 

Mr.  George  Rayfon,  Drug- 
gift,  Leeds  ....  1 1 o 

Carried  forward  ^.86  3 6 


Mr.  John  Rumney 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Reed  - 
Mr.  William  Rothery 
Mrs.  Richmond  - - 

Mr.  Peter  Reed  - - 

Mr.  John  Richardfon 


J.  T.  Senhoufe,  Elq.  - - 
Rev.  Thomas  Stephenfon 
Mr.  Alexander  Spittall  - 
Mr.  George  Stalker 
Mr.  Robert  Sanderfon  - 
The  Friendly  Society  at  tl 
Three  Tuns  - - - 

Mr.  Ofwald  Sumpton 
Mr.  Andrew  Spittall 
Mifs  Senhoufe  - - - 

Mr.  John  Sarjeant  - - 


Mrs.  Taylor  - - - - 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Tipping  . 

W 

Richard  Wordfworth,  Efq. 
John  Wordfworth,  Efq. 
Mr.  John  Wilfon,  Mercer, 
Mr.  Mark  Wylie,  Druggift 
Mrs.  Wetherald,  Wigton 
Meffrs.  J.  Ware  & Son 
Mr.  John  Walker  - - 
Mr.  Jofeph  Wilfon  - - 

Meffrs.  Witherington  anc 


Mr.  John  Williamfon,  Sur- 
geon - - - - . - 


86 

3 

6 

1 0 

10 

6 

0 

10 

6 

0 

10 

6 

0 

10 

6 

0 

10 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

e 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

6 

0 

10 

6 

0 

10 

6 

0 

5 

0 

1 

i 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

10 

6 

0 

1 

10 

6 

L 

O 

10 

6 

O 

10 

6 

O 

5 

0 

>8 

8 

6 

Brought 


II 


3 


[ 

Brought  over £,  108  8 6 

Mr.  Jonathan  Wills  -050 
Rev.  David  Williamfon  050 

-Y, 

Mr.  Peter  How  Younger  1 a o 
Mrs.  Younghufband  - - o 5 o 

Total  Subfcriptions  £,  110  4 6 

In  the  Charity  Box  - - 11  6 

Cafh  Lent  ....  100  o o 

Intereft  of  do.  - - - 500 

Do.  of  Surplus  Cafli 
£.0  13  2 

Lofs  by  light  Gold  and 
bad  Silver  056 
Intereft  on  Oid  Account  193 

Carried  forwards  £%  217  12  11 


Brought  over  £♦  21712  11 
Balance  with  the  Trea- 

furer  laft  Year  - - 51  18  gi 

Total  £.  269  11  2^ 

DISBURSEMENTS.  " 

Drugs  and  Medicines  48  3 3 

Printing  and  Stationary  5 17  10 
Midwifery  Expences, 

Wine,  Coals,  Candles, 

Phials,  andfundry  fmali 
Articles  - - - - 41  7 2| 

Apothecary’s  Salary  - 30  o o 

Gratuity  to  Mrs.  Rout- 

ledge  - - - - - 10  10  o 

135  18  3| 


Balance  - - £.  133  12  lojj 


o o 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  arc  taken  in  at  the  TREASURER' s% 
at  the  DISPENSARY } and  at  WARE’S 

PRINTING-OFFICE. 


Blank  Letters  oj  Recommendation  may  be  had  at  the  Difpenfary* 


The  Charity,  during  the  laft  Year,  has  been  favoured  with  frequent 
Supplies  of  Old  Linen  ; it  is  hoped  the  fame  kind  Attention  will  be  experi- 
meed  in  future,  that  Article  being  very  ufeful  in  the  Surgical  Department* 

OFFICERS 
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OFFICERS  for  the  YEAR  1790. 

PRESIDENT. 

The  Right  Honourable  James  Earl  of  Lonfdale. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

John  Chriftian  Curwen,  Efq.  | .Anthony  Benn,  Efq. 
William  Brownrigg,  M.  D.  and  F.  R.  S. 

Rev.  Wilfrid  Hudlefton.  | Rev.  C.  C.  Church.  • 

TREASURER.  SECRETARY. 

Mr.  Robert  Blakeney.  Mr.  Peter  How  Younger. 

AUDITORS. 

Robert  Filher,  Efq.  J Mr.  John  Wilfon. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Bell. 
COMMITTEE. 

John  Hartley,  Efq.  | Thomas  Hartley,  Efq. 
Robert  Filher,  Efq.  J James  Hogarth,  Efq. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Gilliat.  j Mr.  Robert  Blakeney. 
Mr.  R.  Fletcher,  Merchant.  | Mr.  H.  Fletcher. 

Mr.  R.  Fletcher,  Mercer.  | Mr.  Thomas  Filhi 
Mr.  Jofeph  Bell.  | Mr,  Jo.hn  Johnfton. 
PHYSICIAN. 

Jofhua  Dixon,  M.  D. 

SURGEON  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Mr.  John  Hamilton. 

S U R *'E  O N. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Harris^. 
APOTHECAR  Y. 

' A 1 i Mr.  Jofeph  Gunfo»» 


